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PREFACE 
 
Welcome to the first publication of History in the Making, a student peer-
reviewed journal of history sponsored by Alpha Delta Nu chapter of Phi Alpha 
Theta National Honor Society, and the CSUSB Department of History.   
 
This publication is the capstone achievement of a year of hard work and 
commitment to excellence as demonstrated by the student authors and editors of 
CSUSB’s first journal of history.  It also epitomizes the mission of Phi Alpha 
Theta.  Phi Alpha Theta’s mission is “to promote the study of history through the 
encouragement of research, good teaching, publication and the exchange of 
learning and ideas among historians.”1   
 
Publishing this journal represents one milestone in a decades-old story of 
historical inquiry and academic excellence at CSUSB.  For decades, students and 
faculty have been working closely together to better understand peoples and 
societies, understand change over time, and engage in a careful and close analysis 
of the past in part to better understand our present and our future.  As Marc Bloch 
wrote in his book, The Historian’s Craft, “Misunderstanding of the present is the 
inevitable consequence of ignorance of the past.”2   
 
Students who study history at CSUSB learn important skills as a result of their 
work with some of the top scholars in their fields, including: the ability to assess 
evidence, analyze conflicting interpretations of that evidence, interpret change 
over time, and convey their knowledge to others.  “Historical study, in sum,” 
wrote noted historian Peter N. Stearns, “is crucial to the promotion of that elusive 
creature, the well-informed citizen.”3  The publication of this journal is just one 
part of the CSUSB History Department’s commitment to promoting the life-long 
learning and enlightenment of our students through the rigorous study of history. 
 
Dr. Cherstin M. Lyon 
Faculty Adviser for Alpha Delta Nu Chapter, Phi Alpha Theta National History 
Honor Society 
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